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AGEH! (Advocates of Gender Education & Health
Information) itself is an Undu word bearing meanings like
knowledge, Awareness, Perception and Insight. The
objective of AGEHI is to advocate for Gender
Sensitization, Education and Health promotion by
disseminating information. AGEH! supports policy and
social communication and advocacy on gender issues
through a broad range of activities. AGEHI provides
technical assistance to programs of SACHET besides
managing SACHET'S offidal website, AGEH| theater
group, FADAN (Fight Against Dowry Advocacy Netwark)
and Dosti Youth Advocacy Network.
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Dowry is a
tradition, no
need to ban

it, decrees CII

LAHORE: The Council of
Islamic Ideology (CII) has
suggested to the government
that there is no need to ban
dowry because it is tradition,
Dawn News reported on
Saturday. The CII said in its
htmr:puﬂllutmmmnu
need to legislaie against
dwrybecalmuwa.snsuml
tradition, and legislation would

julupm mare for puh-:e
Itpil:r m Vani
and Swara and propose
legislation agninst them. These
are the traditions practiced in
rural and trbal areas in which
women are married against
their will, 1o mw]w: disputes.It
also suggested the namigs of
both parents be mentioned on
official documents. oLy
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‘who s appofnted u living fdoes without showing fear,
in Nepal on Tuesdsy. Having passed all the tests,
Vrapped in. zed. silk | (the ehild will stay in_alm
from the priests and Pres. her family only at the onset of
int Ram Baran Yadav in a cen- menstraation when & new god-

tradition with deep ties dess will be named to replace
epal's monarchy, which was her.
blished in May, “I fieel n bit sad, but since my
The new “kumari” or living child hes become a living god-
_'nl wis carried from her M]MM'MMW
parents’ home to an ancient pali- Protap Man Shakya.
tial temple in the heart of the During her time as a goddess,
Nepall capital, Katmandy, where she will always wear red, pin up

wil live until she reaches pu- - Matand #p- her hair in topknots, and have 2
befty and Joses her divine status. - pointed as ‘Kumari,or iving god- “third eye” puinted on her fore-
$he will be worshipped by Hin- dess head, :

and Buddhists as an incarna- - farewedl rifuals are performed be-  Devotees touch the girls' feet
tioh of the powerful Hindu deity fore taking her fo Kumari Bousen - with their foreheads, the

. on Toesdlay — AP slgn of respect among Hindus in
pandl of judges conducted a Nepal, During religious festivals
defies of anclent ceremonles (o dates' horoscopes and check - the goddesses are wheeled
Seleet the goddess from several each one for physical imperfec-  around on a chariol pulled by
240 d-yearold girls who are ull _ tions, The living goddess must ~ devotees. Critics say the tradi-
mambers of the impoverished have perfect har, eyes, teeth and  tion violates bath International

goldsmith caste. skin with no scars, and-should and Nepalese laws on child
& judges read the candl- not be afrald of the dark. rights. — AP

Nepal's living goddess
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‘Dowry: girl
goes through
T | g

By Our Correspondent -

SIALKOT, March 3: A married
woman was beaten unconscious
byharm-lawsaspnnmhnmntfor

fate. On Monday, Nawaz, his moth-
er Rasheeda Bibi, sister Nacema
and brother Shabbir booted her
away out of the house after sub-
jecting her to severe torture.

After she fell unconscious, the
inlaws threw her in a nearby
field. She was rushed to the Daska
THQ Hospital in a critical condi-
tion.

Sadar police have registered a
case against the accused in-laws
of the victim.
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The Charter of the United Nations includes among its basic principles the
achievement of international cooperation in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction
astorace, sex, language or religion (Art. 1, para.3).

Traditional cultural practices reflect values and beliefs held by members of a
community for periods often spanning generations. Every social grouping in
the world has specific traditional cultural practices and beliefs, some of which
are beneficial to allmembers, while others are harmful to a specificgroup, such
as women. These harmful traditional practices include female genital
mutilation (FGM); forced feeding of women; early marriage; the various taboos
or practices which preventwomen from controlling their own ferdility; nutritional
taboos and traditional birth practices; son preference and its implications for
the status ofthe girl child; female infanticide; early pregnancy; and dowry price.
Despite their harmful nature and their violation of international human rights
laws, such practices persist because they are not guestioned and take on an
aura of morality in the eyes of those practicing them.

The international community has become aware of the need to achieve
equality between the sexes and of the fact that an equitable society cannot be
attained if fundamental human rights of half of human sociely, i.e. women,
continue to be denied and violated. However, the bleak reality is that the
harmful traditional practices focused on in this Fact Sheet have been
performed for male benefit. Female sexual control by men, and the economic
and political subordination of women, perpetuate the inferior status of women
and inhibit structural and attitudinal changes necessary to eliminate gender
inequality.

A number of reasons are given for the persistence of traditional practices
detrimental to the health and status of women, including the fact that, in the
past, neither the Governments concerned nor the intemational community
challenged the sinister implications of such practices, which violate the rights
to health, life, dignity and personal integrity. The international community
remained wary about treating these issues as a deserving subject for
international and national scrutiny and action. The harmful raditional practices
have consequences of the value placed on women and the girl child by society.
They persist in an environment where women and the girl child have unequal
access to education, wealth, health and employment.

Adapied from fhe fact sheet bo 23 by UNCHR




Disclaimer

The views expressed in this report are those of the speakers,
discussants and participants; and do not essentially reflect or endorse the palicy,
principles, values, practices and outlook of SACHET Pakistan.
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